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LITTLE SHELL RIB SCARF 
by Mmm… Yarn 

 
 
This easy scarf uses a 4-row stitch pattern called “Little Shell Rib” that I found 
in A Treasury of Knitting Patterns by Barbara G. Walker. I added one stitch to 
each edge of the scarf and worked that stitch in garter stitch to create a 
uniform and interesting edge.  
 
 

 
 
 
Finished Measurements: 5 inches wide x 55 inches long. Only ½ inch longer 
after blocking.  
 
 
Materials: 

 
Yarn used in this project: 3 skeins Misti Alpaca worsted weight (50g and 

109 yards per skein), 100% baby alpaca, color 7238.  
Yarn substitution: any worsted weight yarn. 
Needles: US size 7 (4.5mm), or size needed to obtain gauge. 
Notions: Tapestry needle, scissors. 
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Gauge: Worked over 4” of stockinette stitch: 20 ½ stitches and 26 rows.  

 
Note: For scarves, gauge is not important unless you want your scarf to 
be a specific length and width. I usually wing it as long as I like the 
approximate width. However, if you are using 3 skeins of the same Misti 
Alpaca yarn and want a scarf that’s 55” inches long, you need to get 
gauge on this pattern.  

 
 
Design note: If you do not want a bit of flare at the ends of the scarf, work the 
first 8 rows and last 8 rows using a needle two sizes smaller than what you use 
in the body of the scarf and use a tight cast-on and bind-off.  
 
 
Special stitches used:  
 

Sl1, K2tog, psso: Slip one stitch knitwise. Knit the next two stitches 
together. Use the left needle to pull the slipped stitch toward the left over 
the top of the knitted-together ones. 
 
P1 K1 P1 in same stitch: P1 but do not drop the old stitch off the needle. 
Pass the working yarn to the back between the needles and K1 into the 
same stitch. Do not drop the old stitch off the needle. Bring the working 
yarn to the front between the needles and P1 once more into the stitch. 
You have made 3 stitches in one. Now drop the stitch from the left needle 
and go on to K2.  
I put a video of this on YouTube at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4scwQ9sFUc. 
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PATTERN: 
 
Cast on 44 stitches with any cast-on method. I used cable cast-on. 
 
Row 1 (right side): K1, P2, * K3, P2, repeat from * 7 more times, end K1. 
Row 2 (wrong side): K3, *P3, K2, repeat from * 7 more times, end K1.  
Row 3 (right side): K1, P2, *sl1, K2tog, psso, P2, repeat from * 7 more times, 

end K1. You will have 28 stitches at the end of this row.  
Row 4 (wrong side): K3, *P1 K1 P1 in the same stitch, K2, repeat from * 7 more 

times, end K1. You will have 44 stitches again at the end of this row.  
 
Repeat these 4 rows until the scarf is the length you want or you are close to 
running out of yarn. Work rows 1 and 2 once more, then bind off.  
 
Bind off in knit with any bind off method. I used sewn bind off to retain the 
slight flare that’s at the cast-on end.  
 
Weave in ends.  
 

 
 


